Introduction {#Sec1}
============

Time-dependent covariates play an important role in the analysis of censored time-to-event data. Prominent examples include the effect of heart transplant on survival for heart patients \[[@CR6]\] and the effect of CD4+ T-cell counts on the occurrence of AIDS or death for HIV-infected patients \[[@CR15]\]. In the first example the time-dependent covariate is a binary covariate, in the second example a numerical covariate, typically measured longitudinally. These two examples constitute the most common instances of time-dependent covariates in survival analysis. Examples in the context of organ transplantation include the aforementioned heart transplant example, but also the effect of kidney transplantation or changing dialysis modality in end-stage renal disease, or the effect of graft failure on survival for patients with a liver transplant.

Broadly speaking, two approaches have come in general use in estimating the effect of time-dependent covariates. The first is time-dependent Cox regression, already mentioned by \[[@CR5]\]. In this approach the hazard at time *t* is assumed to depend on the current value at time *t* of the time-dependent covariate, *X*(*t*), through the product of a baseline hazard and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\exp (\beta X(t))$$\end{document}$. This approach yields valid inference if the value of the time-dependent covariate is known for all subjects at all event time points without error, and the regression model is correctly specified. Especially in the longitudinal setting, this is typically not the case and many researchers have studied the amount of bias when measurement error and ageing of covariates are present \[[@CR2], [@CR11], [@CR15]\]. A second approach is landmarking \[[@CR3]\], which involves setting a landmark time point *s*, and using the value of the time-dependent covariate at *s* (or using some other appropriate summary of the history of the time-dependent covariate up to *s*) as a time-fixed covariate in an analysis of survival from *s* onwards, in a subset of subjects at risk at *s*. For overviews we refer to \[[@CR7], [@CR12]\].

In principle, both approaches can be used for estimating the effects of time-dependent covariates, and there are no clear settings where the choice between time-dependent Cox and landmarking is obvious. Each of the two methods has its advantages and disadvantages. To get some feeling of the relative merits of the two approaches, let us consider the situation of the Stanford heart transplant example \[[@CR6]\]. Patients are admitted to a waiting list, the time to event is time from admittance to the waiting list until death, which may be subject to censoring, and interest is in the effect of a heart transplant on survival. The time-dependent covariate heart transplant, *X*(*t*), is thus initially equal to 0, and attains the value 1 as soon as the patient receives a heart transplant. (If the patient never receives a heart transplant, the value remains 0 throughout his/her follow-up.) The most important reason for the popularity of landmarking, especially in the present context of a binary time-dependent covariate, is its transparency. It is clear what is being compared: at the landmark time *s*, two groups are compared with regard to their survival from time *s* onwards, one group without, the other group with a heart transplant received before or at time *s*. Differences between these two groups can be visualized by plotting the Kaplan--Meier survival curves for the two groups. In contrast, such a visualization is much less obvious for the time-dependent Cox model. Survival curves can only be shown for patients with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(t) \equiv 0$$\end{document}$ and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(t) \equiv 1$$\end{document}$, respectively. Model-free curves have also been proposed in this context, sometimes referred to as Simon--Makuch curves \[[@CR13]\]. Both model-based and Simon--Makuch curves show the survival for fictional patients who either never receive a heart transplant ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(t) \equiv 0$$\end{document}$) or have received a heart transplant at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$t=0$$\end{document}$ ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$X(t) \equiv 1$$\end{document}$). In both cases one may question whether these curves reflect clinically realistic quantities. The landmarking curves have a much clearer interpretation; see also \[[@CR4]\] for a detailed discussion on this topic. Disadvantages of landmarking are first of all the need for a (to some extent arbitrary) choice of landmark time point, and also a loss of power because, especially for later landmark time points, subjects with an event before the landmark time point are excluded from analysis. In many cases, early landmark time points also lead to a loss of power, because in the beginning of follow-up, there will be few subjects with a heart transplant, leading to highly unbalanced groups. For estimation of the effect of a heart transplant on survival, both methods are equally applicable. The topic of this paper is the following: suppose that a time-dependent Cox regression model is valid. In a landmark analysis at landmark time *s* two groups, one with ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(s)=1$$\end{document}$) and one without ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(s)=0$$\end{document}$) a heart transplant are compared. Those subjects without a heart transplant at time *s* might in the future receive one, so that $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(t)=1$$\end{document}$ for some future *t*, whereas for subjects with a heart transplant at time *s*, *X*(*t*) will keep the value 1. This will make the groups with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(s)=0$$\end{document}$ and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$X(s)=1$$\end{document}$ more similar in the future and will therefore attenuate the effect of the time-dependent covariate, compared to the time-dependent Cox regression.

The purpose of this paper is to understand, quantify and illustrate the differences between the regression coefficients of a time-dependent Cox model and those obtained in a landmark analysis. Starting from a time-dependent Cox regression model, which we assume to be correctly specified, we will derive formulas for the (time-varying) regression coefficient corresponding to the landmark model. We study two special cases of time-dependent covariates in more detail and show that if the time-dependent Cox model satisfies the proportional hazards assumption, there will be attenuation in the sense that the landmark regression coefficient is between the time-dependent Cox regression coefficient and 0. We show that the degree of attenuation depends on the rate of change of the time-dependent covariate. An illustration using the Stanford heart transplant data is provided.

Theory {#Sec2}
======

Let *T* denote the time-to-event random variable of interest. Let *X*(*t*) denote a time-dependent covariate, which for simplicity we take to be one-dimensional, and denote its complete history until time *t* by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\overline{X}(t) = \{ X(s); 0 \le s \le t\}$$\end{document}$. We assume that the hazard of *T*, conditional on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\overline{X}(t)$$\end{document}$, is given by$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} h(t \,|\,\overline{X}(t)) = \lim _{\mathrm{\;d}t\downarrow 0} \mathrm{P}(T \le t + \mathrm{\;d}t\,|\,T \ge t)/\mathrm{\;d}t= h_0(t) \exp (\beta (t) X(t)), \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$i.e. the hazard at time *t* is assumed to depend on the whole history $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\overline{X}(t)$$\end{document}$ only through the present value, and it follows a Cox model with possibly time-varying effect given by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta (t)$$\end{document}$. The relations to be derived in this paper are valid irrespective of censoring, but for consistent estimation of the parameters in the model and survival predictions it is assumed that censoring is independent of *T* and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$X(\cdot )$$\end{document}$, possibly given other time-fixed covariates in the model, which have been omitted here for the sake of simplicity.

Fix a time point *s*. A landmark analysis at time *s* will fix the value of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$X(\cdot )$$\end{document}$ at *X*(*s*), and assume a model for *T* with *X*(*s*) as time-fixed covariate, based on the survivors at risk at time *s* \[[@CR3]\]. Independent censoring, and, if appropriate, truncation, is assumed, which implies that the survivors at risk at time *s* are representative for survivors at time *s*. As a result the hazard considered for the landmark model at landmark time *s* is given by$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} h_{\mathrm{LM}}\left( t \,|\,s, X(s)\right) = \lim _{\mathrm{\;d}t\downarrow 0} \mathrm{P}(T \le t + \mathrm{\;d}t\,|\,T \ge t, X(s), T \ge s)/\mathrm{\;d}t, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$where the additional conditioning on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$T \ge s$$\end{document}$ is in fact superfluous. It is only retained in the notation of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$h_{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s, X(s))$$\end{document}$ to emphasize that the landmark analysis is based on survivors at *s*. The postulated model for this landmark hazard is typically taken to be a proportional hazards model as well:$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} h_{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s, X(s)) = h_{\mathrm{LM},0}(t \,|\,s) \exp \big (\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s) X(s)\big ). \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$Often $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s)$$\end{document}$ is taken to be time-fixed in the analysis, i.e. $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s) \equiv \beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(s)$$\end{document}$, but it may (and typically will) depend on *s*.

The question addressed in this note is as follows: what is the relation between $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s)$$\end{document}$ and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta (t)$$\end{document}$, and how does it depend on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$h_0(t)$$\end{document}$ and on the development of *X*(*t*)? Intuitively, the landmark model employs an old value, *X*(*s*), instead of the current value *X*(*t*) to describe the hazard at time *t*. As a result, if *X*(*t*) changes rapidly between *X*(*s*) and *X*(*t*) and if *X*(*t*) is strongly related to *T*, one may expect a large discrepancy between $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s)$$\end{document}$. The aim is to quantify how quickly $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s)$$\end{document}$ changes for $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$t \ge s$$\end{document}$, depending on the rate of change of *X*(*t*), on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta (t)$$\end{document}$ and on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$h_0(t)$$\end{document}$.

Our development will start by considering the conditional survival function at time $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$t > s$$\end{document}$, given survival until time *s* and given *X*(*s*),$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} S(t \,|\,s, X(s))= & {} \mathrm{P}(T \ge t \,|\,T \ge s, X(s)) \\= & {} \mathrm{E}\left[ \exp \Bigl ( - \int _s^t h_0(u) e^{\beta (u) X(u)} \mathrm{\;d}u\Bigr ) \, \Bigl | \, X(s) \right] . \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$The landmark hazard $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$h_{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s, X(s))$$\end{document}$ is the derivative with respect to *t* of the negative logarithm of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned}&h_{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s, X(s))\nonumber \\&\quad = \frac{ - \frac{\mathrm{\;d}}{\mathrm{\;d}t} S(t \,|\,s, X(s))}{S(t \,|\,s, X(s))} \nonumber \\&\quad = \frac{\mathrm{E}\left[ h_0(t) e^{\beta (t) X(t)} \,|\,T \ge t, X(s) \right] \cdot \mathrm{E}\left[ e^{- \int _s^t h_0(u) e^{\beta (u) X(u)} \mathrm{\;d}u} \,|\,T \ge s, X(s) \right] }{S(t \,|\,s, X(s))} \nonumber \\&\quad = h_0(t) \mathrm{E}\left[ e^{\beta (t) X(t)} \,|\,T \ge t, X(s) \right] , \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$provided that, conditional on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$T \ge t$$\end{document}$ and *X*(*t*), *T* is independent of *X*(*s*). This expression can also be found in \[[@CR15]\].

It is possible to further evaluate $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$h_{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s, X(s))$$\end{document}$ for a number of specific models for the development of *X*(*t*). In what follows we consider two of such models. The first of these is the common situation where *X*(*t*) is dichotomous, the other is a specific case where *X*(*t*) is continuous.

Dichotomous Time-Dependent Covariates {#Sec3}
-------------------------------------

Let *X*(*t*) be a dichotomous time-dependent covariate. This is the type of situation for which the landmarking approach was originally proposed \[[@CR3]\]. In that paper the endpoint was overall survival, and interest was in the effect of response to chemotherapy (a time-dependent covariate, coded as 0 $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$=$$\end{document}$ response). Many more examples can be given, including the effect of disease recurrence on survival \[[@CR16]\], the effect of treatment adherence on disease recurrence \[[@CR8]\] or the effect of adverse events on recurrence rates \[[@CR9]\].

### Theory {#Sec4}

In this context our aim is to obtain an expression of$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} h_{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s, X(s)=g) = h_0(t) \mathrm{E}\left[ e^{\beta (t) X(t)} \,|\,T \ge t, X(s)=g \right] ,\quad \ g = 0,1. \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$The conditional expectation can be evaluated by considering the multi-state model given in Fig. [1](#Fig1){ref-type="fig"}.Fig. 1An irreversible illness-death multi-state model, with response as the illness state

States 0 and 1 correspond to the values of the time-dependent covariate (response) being 0 and 1, respectively, and state 2 is the death state. The original landmarking paper did not consider a possible transition back from state 1 to 0, but we will allow this here. The relation between the event time *T* and the multi-state model *X*(*t*) is given by the equivalence $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\{ X(t) = 2 \} \Leftrightarrow \{ T \le t \}$$\end{document}$.

In the present context, Eq. ([3](#Equ3){ref-type=""}) is valid if for those alive at time *t*, conditional on the current state *X*(*t*), the transition to death is independent of *X*(*s*), the state at time *s*. This assumption is fulfilled if the multi-state model is Markov. If that is the case, then the transition probabilities $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$P_\mathrm{gh}(s,t) = \mathrm{P}(X(t)=h \,|\,X(s)=g)$$\end{document}$ can be calculated if the hazards of making a transition from 0 to 1 or backwards and the transitions from 0 or 1 to state 2 (death) are known, using the Kolmogorov--Chapman forward equations. The transition hazard from *g* to *h* will be denoted by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\lambda _\mathrm{gh}(t)$$\end{document}$. The conditional *prevalence* probabilities$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \pi _{g1}(s,t)= & {} \mathrm{P}(X(t)=1 \,|\,X(s)=g, T \ge t) \\= & {} \mathrm{P}(X(t)=1 \,|\,X(s)=g, X(t)=0/1) = \frac{P_{g1}(s,t)}{P_{g0}(s,t)+P_{g1}(s,t)}, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$defined for $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$g=0,1$$\end{document}$, describe the conditional probability of being in response (in state 1) at time *t*, given in state *g* at the earlier landmark time *s*, and given alive at time *t*. Finally, we define $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\pi _{g0}(s,t) = 1 - \pi _{g1}(s,t)$$\end{document}$. The conditional expectation in ([3](#Equ3){ref-type=""}) can then be written as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \pi _{g0}(s,t) + e^{\beta (t)} \pi _{g1}(s,t). \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$This implies that the hazard ratio in the landmark model can be expressed as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta (t) \equiv 0$$\end{document}$, that is, when the time-dependent covariate has no effect at all on survival, then we have $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s) \equiv 0$$\end{document}$, independently of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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### Illustration {#Sec5}
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The attenuation as time between *s* and *t* increases can be clearly seen. The degree of attenuation increases with larger values of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The conclusion is that the theoretical time-varying effect of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}^*(s)$$\end{document}$ of ([6](#Equ6){ref-type=""}), obtained from 1000 simulations from datasets of 10,000 subjects, with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\rho =0.2$$\end{document}$, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\lambda =0.1$$\end{document}$, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\beta =1$$\end{document}$, for values of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$s = 2,4,6,8,10$$\end{document}$, together with the time-dependent Cox regression estimate. In Fig. [4](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"}a no censoring was applied, while in Fig. [4](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"}b independent uniform censoring between 7.5 and 12.5 was applied.Fig. 4Estimates of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The mean of the estimates of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}^*(s)$$\end{document}$ hardly changed with *s* (a minimal decrease from 0.504 at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$s=2$$\end{document}$ to 0.476 at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$s=10$$\end{document}$). The mean for the time-dependent Cox regression was 1.001. With censoring, the mean of the estimates of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}^*(s)$$\end{document}$ increased from 0.558 at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$s=2$$\end{document}$ to 0.808 at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$s=10$$\end{document}$. The reason for this increase compared to the case of no censoring is that for later landmark times, contributions from $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\beta _{\mathrm{LM}}(t \,|\,s)$$\end{document}$ for larger *t* get less weight (because of censoring, *C*(*t*) is smaller). With censoring, the mean for the time-dependent Cox regression was 0.999.

Figure [5](#Fig5){ref-type="fig"} is similar to Fig. [4](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"}, the only difference being that now $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Continuous Time-Dependent Covariates {#Sec6}
------------------------------------

### Theory {#Sec7}

Explicit calculations as for the case of dichotomous time-dependent covariates are much harder to obtain for continuous time-dependent covariates. Recall from  ([2](#Equ2){ref-type=""})$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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### Illustration {#Sec8}

Four plots in Fig. [6](#Fig6){ref-type="fig"} illustrate the approximation in ([12](#Equ12){ref-type=""}) for a relatively simple situation with one time-dependent covariate. The baseline hazard $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Data Illustration {#Sec9}
=================

We further illustrate our results using the well-known Stanford heart transplant data \[[@CR6]\], consisting of 103 patients admitted to a waiting list for a heart transplant. The event time is time from admittance to the waiting list until death; interest is in the effect of a heart transplant on survival. Of the 103 patients, 69 received a heart transplant, and a total of 75 patients died, 45 with a heart transplant and 30 without a heart transplant. Median follow-up calculated by reverse Kaplan--Meier was 2.51 years. An important covariate predictive of the effect of heart transplant is the mismatch score, measured for those patients with a heart transplant. It is a continuous score derived from antibody responses of pregnant women \[[@CR6]\] and reflects the degree of incompatibility (based on tissue typing) between the donor and recipient. Median mismatch score was 1.08, with 0.75 and 1.58 as 25th and 75th percentiles. Because different effects of the heart transplant may be expected for patients with a high mismatch score and patients with a low mismatch score, we distinguish between patients with a mismatch score in the highest quartile and the rest. Four patients with a heart transplant and no mismatch score (because no tissue typing was performed) are included in the larger set of patients with a mismatch score $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Most of the heart transplants in the data occur in the first couple of months, so we take $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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It is clear that, compared to the hazard ratio of 1.83 of the time-dependent Cox regression, the estimated hazard ratios are indeed attenuated towards 1, as predicted by our results. The degree of attenuation is determined by many factors: $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Discussion {#Sec10}
==========

In this paper we derived relations between the regression coefficients obtained in a landmark analysis and those of a time-dependent Cox regression, when interest is in the effect of a time-dependent covariate on survival. In case the time-dependent covariate has no effect on survival at all, i.e. when the time-dependent Cox regression coefficient is identically 0, the landmark regression coefficient is identically 0 as well. Otherwise the time-dependent Cox regression coefficient will be attenuated. Different formulas apply for dichotomous and continuous covariates, but the degree of attenuation is mainly determined by how quickly the value of the time-dependent covariate changes over time. For dichotomous time-dependent covariates this is expressed in the prevalence probabilities, while for the Ornstein--Uhlenbeck example it is expressed in terms of the intraclass correlation and the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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We did not study the effects of measurement error (misclassification error in the case of dichotomous time-dependent covariates) or ageing due to infrequent measurements. The approximations in Sect. [2.2.1](#Sec7){ref-type="sec"} can be adapted to account for that, in the spirit of \[[@CR2]\], and they will result in a further attenuation of the regression coefficient of the landmark analysis. The main reason for not considering this aspect in detail is that landmark analysis and time-dependent Cox regression analysis will both be affected by these complications.
